Journal ofthe Royal Society ofMedicine Volume 78 February 1985 181 hippuranboth well established pharmaceutical compounds about which some dosage information would have been useful.
In the ultrasound section there is a good review of the evidence of damage caused by ultrasound, but the table of ultrasound equipment on page 23 is obsolete because of rapid changes in equipment in this field. Units of power are expressed both in Watts/cm2 and per square metre which is confusing.
Despite its limitations, this publication will be of great use for its bibliography, for dosages in nuclear medicine and also as a work for rapid reference. It probably has a place on the shelves of nuclear medicine departments but may not be useful in ultrasound departments. This book relates to a symposium that took place in September 1983 and is part of a large series dealing with progress in clinical and biological research. It probably contains too much experimental methodology for a clinician, but it does provide a lot of useful information about current ideas on how and why a prostate grows. The first 4 chapters covering the aetiological and anatomical considerations are followed by the comparative aspects of metabolism, progesterone receptors, prostatic derived growth factors and zinc content; all are very interesting. What this book does show is that benign prostatic hyperplasiacarcinoma is not discussedis a complex affair and still poorly understood. A lot of work still needs to be done, and the discussions at the end of the papers expose the areas of interest and controversy. Historically, anatomists have viewed sections from above, whereas radiologists have looked at them from below, which made the early interpretation of CAT scans unnecessarily complex. This book accomplishes what the older textbooks failed to do and, by arranging the photograph and drawing of the lower surface of one section on the opposite page from those of the upper surface of the next section, provides a text that is useful to both the anatomist and the radiologist.
Cross-sectional anatomy has been thought very old-fashioned for a number of years now but, with the advent of computer tomography, nuclear magnetic resonance imagery and ultrasound, it is once again necessary for students of anatomy to have some understanding of this aspect of the subject if they are to be able to interpret pathological appearances. The present atlas will be of use to a variety of teachers in these fields. This book is essentially a collection of chapters by well known authorities on Meniere's disease who have extensive experience of their subjects. The first chapter by Nicholas Torok gives an account of Meniere's life and publications with modification of some previous interpretations. The second by Isamu Watanabe deals with the incidence and some consideration of the aetiology of the disease. Hugh Barber describes the symptomatology in the third chapter. In the fourth, on audiology, J D Hood has given a clear and exhaustive account with helpful figures. The fifth and longest chapter describes in detail, with useful illustrations, the excellent work of the author, G F Dohlman, on the pathophysiology and histopathology of the disease. There is a detailed account of other papers and an extensive bibliography. The chapter on surgical treatment by Donald E Brackmann describes the endolymphatic shunt and the different types of neurectomy. This is supplemented in the seventh chapter with an account by P Bretlau et al. of their double-blind trial of endolymphatic shunt surgery with a placebo mastoidectomy which suggests that all surgical procedures may have similar beneficial results. The final chapter by the editor stresses the extreme variability and complexity of the problems of differential diagnoses in different clinics.
